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| The propoſed RE G ULATION for preventing. 
the DisTEMPER from Spreading among the 
CAT TL E, is founded on the following Principles, vis. 


J. HAT though all Traffick of Cattle ſhould not be totally ſtopt, yet it 
| ought, while the preſent Diſtemper continues in the Kingdom, to be re- 
gulated and reſtrained by proper Orders. 5 b 
II. That one County ſhould not ſuffer by the Remiſſneſs and Neglect of ano- 
ther, but that every County, which is not at preſent afflicted with the Diſtemper, 
ſhould be enabled to ſecure itſelf, as well as poſſible, from the Diſtemper, by be- 
ing made capable of preventing any Cattle being driven into it from any neigh- 
bouring Counties which are infected; and that every ſuch County, as is at pre- 
ſent afflicted with the Diſtemper, ſhould be made capable of receiving as much 
Heenefit, as is poſſible, from its own prudent Management, without being expoſed 
to the Danger and Hazard which may ariſe to it of receiving freſh Infection from 
any Cattle which may be thrown into it from any neighbouring County, which 
\ muſt be the Caſe, if there be no Reſtrictions laid upon the driving of Cattle out of 
one County into another. 
be III. That the Regulation of the Traffick of Cattle between the ſeveral Counties „ 
in the Kingdom, and alſo the principal or main Points which regard the Regula- — 
tion of every particular County, ſhould be fixed and ordered by the Authority of = 3 
Council; but the leſſer, and more minute Regulations in every particular County, E 
which regard only the County itſelf, theſe may very properly, and ought to be left | = 


to the Diſcretion of the Juſtices of the Peace of every particular County, to be | (0 


made, altered, or varied by them, as the Circumſtances, State, and Condition of 
each particular County call for and require. ps 


"The following are Heads propoſed for ſuch a Regulation, which are —_ 
4: - Jubmitted to the Confideration of the Public. | | 54 


E VERY County to have a diſcretionary Power to prevent any Cattle, or Herds 
of Cattle, from coming into, or going out of, the reſpective Counties. 


Every County to fix on, and to have its own ' diſtin& 'and peculiar Mark, to 
ſerve in the Nature of a Paſſport, expreſſing the Number of Cattle for which it 
was granted; without which Mark or Paſſport, it ſhall not be lawful for any Cattle, 
or Number of Cattle whatſoever, to be ſold or driven to any Market, or other 
Place in the ſaid County, for Sale: And upon the Sale of any ſuch Cattle, the 
» aid Mark or Paſſport ſhall be forthwith delivered up to the neareſt Juſtice of 
the Peace, on Oath made by the Seller and Buyer, the Seller declaring, That he 
has ſold the ſaid identical Cattle, for which the Paſſport was granted, to him; and 1 
the Buyer likewiſe declaring on Oath, That he has bought of the faid Per- = 
ſon, . the very ſame Number of Cattle which are exprefled in the ſaid Paſſ- oY 


rts. 2 
* 3 . . ä | 'The 


[ 2 ] 

The Jaſtices of the Peace to keep an Account, at their General Meetings, of the 
Number of Paſſports they ſhall deliver out from Time to Time, and likewiſe of the 
Number returned to them from Time to Time at their ſeveral General Meetings, 
from the ſeveral Juſtices, to the End that they may be the better able to judge whe- 
ther the Orders are obeyed. 1 


The Juſtices of any one County ſhall have Power, by Order of their General 
| Meeting, to admit (if they think fit) of any Number of Cattle to be brought in 

at any Time or Times, from any adjoining County or Counties, the Perſons at- 
_ tending the ſaid Cattle producing to them, or any one of them, the Paſſport of 
the adjoining County from whence they came : But it ſhall not be lawful for the 
Owners or Drivers of the ſaid Cattle, to offer the ſaid Cattle for Sale at any Mar- 
ket, or other Place, or to paſs through the ſaid County, without having the Paſſ- 
5 and obſerving every Order and Regulation of the ſaid County relating to 

attle. | | 


The faid Juſtice or Juſtices of the Peace ſhall preſerve the Paſſports ſo delivered 
up to him or them, and ſhall deliver them in at the next General Meeting of the 
Tuftices ; which Juſtices, at their General Meeting, ſhall likewiſe cauſe the Paſſports 
which ſhall have been received from the Juſtices of the adjoining County, to be 
tranſmitted back to the Juſtices of the faid adjoining Counties reſpectivelyrx. 


| The Lord Lieutenant, Cu/fos Rotulorum, and Juſtices of the Peace in every 
County in England, &c. ſhall be em wered to prevent any Fairs, or public Mar- 
kets, for Live Cattle, being kept within their reſpective Counties, if they, at their 
General Meetings, in their reſpective Counties, ſhall think it neceſſary and proper 
and ſhall be empowered to make ſuch further Orders and Regulations, from Time 
to Time, in their reſpective Counties, as they ſhall think proper; but ſuch only, 
as ſhall leave the foregoing in full Force, | 5 


The Juſtices of the Peace in every County to keep an exact Account of their 
Proceedings at their General Meetings, and to tranſmit a Copy thereof to the King 
and Council as often as ſhall be thought proper. | | 


A Penalty in all Caſes of Nonconformity with the above Orders and Regu- | 


The Lord Lieutenant, or Cuſtos Rotulorum, to give at leaſt ſeven Days public 
Notice of their firſt public Meeting upon theſe Orders, and the Juſtices to adver- 
tiſe in the News-Papers of the relpetiive Counties, the Times of their ſeveral Ad- 
Journments. | | : : 
At leaſt five or ſeven Juſtices to make a Quorum. 
No Premium whatloever to be allowed. 
be Punport for Cattle i every Coutity hold have the Liettenancy- Seal, or | 
that of the Cos Rotulprum, or both cher Seals upon it. 1 . a 
No Juſtice, or Juſtices of the Peace, to grant Puſſports fot a Diſtance exceed- 
ing ten Miles, to be computed from the Place from whence the Cattle are 'to be 


removed. 
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| EFORE I mention what I have to offer, with regard to the above Heads, of a Pro- 
poſal for a Regulation for preventing the Infection among the Cattle from ſpread- 

ing, which were printed in the General Advertiſer, and Whitehall Evening Poſt, a 

few Days ſince, with the Principles on which thoſe Heads were founded, I ſhall obſerve, that 

nothing leſs can be expected, from the preſent Increaſe and Progreſs of the Diſtemper, but 

the total Deſtruction and Loſs of the whole Species of the Cow-Kind in the Kingdom; and 


that this Calamity muſt inevitably fall on the Kingdom, if no proper Orders and Regula- 


tions can be thought of, or put in Execution, to ſtop the further Progreſs of it. That the 
-preſent Orders, Rules, and Regulations have been tried for three Years, and it is notorious 
what ſwift Progreſs the Diſtemper has made during this Time; the different Seaſons of the 
Year have not given any Relief, but the Increaſe of the Diſtemper, under theſe Orders and 
Regulations, has gone on equally, to ail Appearance, under every Change of the Seaſons ; 
and, as I imagine, that it would be very difficult to find any Inſtance in Time paſt of a Di- 
ſtemper's raging, either among the Human or Brute Species, where the Change of the 
Seaſon, aſſiſted by Human Prudence, has not made any Variation in the Violence of the Di- 
| ſtemper, I muſt ſuppoſe, that the Increaſe, or Continuance, of the preſent Diſtemper among 
the Cattle, is chiefly, if not entirely, owing to the Want of a proper Method to check it. 


Now to ſhew how improbable it was to expect any Good could ariſe from theſe Orders 
and Regulations, I ſhall obſerve, that the firſt Moving Power for the Execution of them, 
ariſes from the Pariſh Officers of every particular Pariſh; they are to ſtop any Herd of 
Cattle which they ſuſpect to be infected, and are to detain them in their Pariſh uatil they, or 
ſome of them, have given Information to ſome Juſtice of the Peace, and have received his 


Orders what to do. The Juſtice of the Peace is to direct them, upon ſuch Information, in 


caſe the Herd is found to conſiſt of ſound Cattle, to order the Herdſmen to drive them back 
to the Place from whence they came; but in caſe they are found to be an infected Herd, 
then they are to be killed in the Pariſh, and buried in the Manner preſcribed by thoſe Orders. 


I deſire to ask, Whether it can poſſibly be ſuppoſed, that any Pariſh would be active in 
ſtopping and deraining any Herd, had they always Force enough within themſelves to do it, 


(for the Number of Men attending Herds are ſometimes more than are contained in a little 
Pariſh) when the only Conſequence, that can ariſe from ſuch an Information, is, that in cafe ir 


be an infected Herd, the Pariſh. Officers will be obliged to keep them in their Pariſh, and 


to kill and bury them as faſt as they fall ill, one after another? 


Will People run fo great a Riſque of undoing themſelves, by confining the Diſtemper 
in their own Pariſh, as they muft do by obeying this Order of Council ? And if they do 
not do it, what Stop is there to the driving of Cattle, not only from one County to another, 
but from one End of the Kingdom to the other? It is true, the Herdimen are to have Certi- 
ficates ; theſe are eaſily counterfeited, and all Herdſmen, as I have been informed, have had 
their Pockets full of Certificates, though their Cattle have been ſtrongly infected with the 


Diſtemper. 


With regard to the Premium, which is allowed by theſe Orders. This has produced a 


very great Fraud on the Public, and the Diſtemper, which was only local in two Counties, 
Middleſex and Eſſex, before the Premium was offered, is ſince ſpread over almoſt every 
County in England. This Premium has not only put the Public to a very large and unne- 
ceflary Expence, but it has been the Cauſe of the Diſtemper ſpreading. For the Herds of 
Cattle from Wales and Scotland (ſound when they firſt entered into England, which was be- 
fore the Fairs were put by) all in general caught the Diſtemper, ſooner or later, in their Pro- 
greſs afterwards. And the People who belonged to thele Herds were forced to ſell their 
Cattle at any Rate, becauſe there was not Graſs ſufficient in any Place where the Cattle were 
ſtopped, even to keep them alive for any Time, which neceſſarily obliged the Owners to 
ſell them to ſuch as would give them almoſt any Price whatſoever ; and by this Means a 
Steer, which would fetch the Premium of Forty Shillings, might be bought out of theſe Herds 
for Thirty Shillings; for it is a great Gain to get Six or Ten Shillings by keeping a Steer one 
Week, and a greater Gain than any honeſt Farmer can make by Grazing ; and thus a Herd 
of Cattle infected, which would otherwiſe have died in one Place, is by this Premium fold 


and diſpoſed all over a County. The ſame is the Caſe, when a Farmer who leaves his 


Farm, or breaks, and the Stock is ſold ; if the Health of the Stock is doubtful, the Premium 
| N 18 
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. is a great Encouragement to the Sale oſ it ; and there are always little ſmall Landholders, 
who have no Stock of their own, and will venture the being informed againſt for the certain 
Gain of Six, Eight, or Ten Shillings per Head from the Premium, by keeping the Steer, or 

Cow, one Week. | 5 | Lt, 


From the foregoing Obſervations, I think it evidently appears, that if the Premium is 
continued, no Regulation which can be thought of, will be of any Utility ; for it does not 
only produce a very large and fraudulent Expence on the Publick, but is an Encou- 
ragement to ill-diſpoſed People to practiſe Frauds under any Regulation whatever, where a 
Premium 1s allowed. | | | | | 3 


I ſhall now proceed upon the Heads of a Propoſal for a Regulation for preventing the Di- 
ſtemper among the Cattle from ſpreading, which was printed in the News-Papers : The firſt 
Head of which is a Regnlation for the more eaſy Traffick of Cattle between one County 
and another, conſidered ſeverally, as diſtinct and independant of one another. 


In the ſecond Head it is propoſed, that every County ſhould have a Paſſport for the Re- 
moval of any Cattle from one Part of the County to any other Part of the ſame County, or 
that every Occupier of Land ſhould not move his Stock, or any Part of it, from the Land he 
occupies to any other Part of the ſame County, without a Paſiport of the County, whether 
it be for Sale of his Stock or any Part thereof, or whether it be to deliver ſuch Part there- 
of which he has fold at Home; And that any one who ſhall preſume to drive any Cattle 
from one Place to any other in the ſame County, or into any other County, without a Paſſ- 
port, ſhall be liable to the Penalty hereafter mentioned, and that any one County ſhall have 
a Power to refuſe (if they think fit) at any Time to admit any Cattle being driven into it, 
even with the Paſſport of the adjoining County. The Reaſon of this laſt Article is, that 
one County ſhould not ſuffer by the Negligence or Remiſſneſs of another. If the adjoining 1 
County is careful in ſeeing that the general Regulations are obſerved, and to make proper 
Regulations within itſelf, and that the Paſſports are given out with great Care and Caution, | 
the Cattle of that County will be received always very readily by any adjoining County, and 
the Paſſport will give a quick and good Sale to the Cattle. FRE 


The Paſſport propoſed ſhould have the Lieutenantcy Seal upon it, and ſhould be printed 
upon Paper ſtamped with a Halfpenny Stamp. The Form is as follows, | 


This Paſſport of the County of Norfolk was delivered out to Eſq; 
one of the Juſtices of the Peace of the ſaid County, by Order of the General Meeting 
held at in the ſaid County, on the Day of in the Year 1748, 


for him the ſaidJuſtice, to grant on any proper Occaſion, which ſhall offer to him, for 
the Driving or Removal of any Cattle or Number of Cattle, he the ſaid Juſtice having 
received ſuch Satisfaction of the Health of ſuch Cattle or Number of Cattle, and of 
the Health of the Place to which they are intended to be removed, as ſhall make it 
ſeem prudent to the ſaid Juſtice, to grant this Paſſport for the Removal of them. 


Application being made to me on this Day of 1748, by of the 
Pariſh of for the Removal of Number of from the Pariſb 
"OM: by the Road through _. to and having at the ſame 
Time received ſuch Satisfaction on Oath, and otherwiſe of the Health of the ſaid Cattle, as 
to make it ſeem reaſonable and ſecure to allow to the ſaid the Liberty to 
drive the ſaid Cattle to the afore-mentioned Place, by the Road afore-mentioned, I have 

on this Day of granted this Paſſport to the ſaid . 
In Wiineſs whereof I have bereunto ſet my Hand on this Day 1748. 


By the above Form of a Paſſport, 8 is not tied down to grant a Paſſport upon 
any certain Evidence, of one or two Perſons, on Oath, He has a Power to examine on 
Oath, and it is thought more proper, to leave it to the Juſtice's own Diſcretion, to grant or re- 
fuſe, according as he thall be ſatisfied in his own Heart, of the Health of the Cattle from the 
Account given of them, than to oblige the Juſtice to grant the Paſſport on any two Perſons 
ſwearing to the Sanity of the Cattle; becauſe that ſome People may be too apt to ſwear for 
what they are intereſted to have done. | 1s 


(3) 


I would here obſerve, on one Objection, which has been made to the foregoing Head, 
which is, that it will be impoſſible for the Welch and Scotch Cattle, under this Regulation, 
to go from Wales to Kent, or from Scotland to Norfolk; that they cannot go ſo faſt from ales 
or Scotland to either of the two Counties, under this Regulation, as they might, perhaps, 
go if the Counties in England were not infected, and did not require ſome Rules to regulate 
the Traffick and the driving of Cattle, may be true; and it is equally true, that thoſe Cat- 
* tle ſhould not have the Liberty to proceed on towards Kent or Norfo!k, or any other County, 
if they ſhould happen to catch the Infection. This Regulation in every County will, in 
ſome Degree, chalk out the healthy Paſſage in every County, and the Paſſports of every 
County will give a quick Sale to any Cattle which paſs from one County to another, and 
the Fullneſs of Stock in one County will enable it to ſatisfy the Want of any adjoining one: 
Thus from the Counties neareſt adjoining to the Breeding Counties in England, or to Wales 
and Scotland, to the moſt diſtant ones, will the Wants of every County be ſupplied in due 
Time, and as faſt as the preſent Circumſtances of the Kingdom will allow of. This, in- 
deed, may be conſidered as a Reſtraint, but a neceſſary one, for the Traffick of Cattle ; for in 
the preſent Exigency Io leave it quite open, would be eſfectualiy to ruin it, under a ſpecious 
Appearance of carrying it on, | | 1 


The next Head that may, perhaps, require an Explanation is, that which regards the Pe- 
nalty in all Cafes of Nonconformity ; I ſhould propoſe, that the Penalty ſhould be Five 
Pounds per Head for every Steer, Ox, Bull, Cow, or Heifer, which ſhall be removed or 
driven without a Paſſport. As I think that the Expences of executing theſe Orders in 
every County ought to lie on every particular County, to be gathered by a Rate on the 
Land Owners, ordered by the Juſtices in every County, at their General Meetings, agree-. 
bly and proportioned to the Rates of the Aſſeſſments by every particular Pariſh of every 
County, for this wlll produce an Oeconomy in the Execution of the Orders; fo I think 
likewiſe, that the Penalties, which ſhall be incurred by any particular Perſon or Perſons at 
any Time, ſhould be levied one Half for the Informer, the other Half for the Benefit of 
the County where the Offence is committed. By this Means the Penalties are more likely 
to be levied, and the Owners in every particular County will intereſt themſelves more to 
find out any Perſon or Perſons who act contrary to thoſe Orders, when Part of the Penalty 
is to goin Eaſe of the public Expence of rhe County, than they will do, as has been found 
from Experience, when the Penalty is otherwiſe appropriated : And if it ſhould be thought 
neceſſary, there may be an Appeal from the Determination, in ſuch Caſes, from the General 
Meetings to the Judge of Aflize. | | 


Calves need not be included in any Orders, or may be left for Provincial Orders, to ſettle 
in caſe there ſhould be found at any Time any Neceſſity for it. | #4 : 


The next Article relates to the Quorum: Five may, perhaps, be thought a ſufficient Num- 


ber for a Quorum; three, ſure, are too few. And as there is in every County a great Num- 


ber of Gentlemen named in the Commiſſion of the Peace of every County, who do not act, 
and have not taken out their Dedimus, why will it not be more eligible to make theſe ca- 
pable of acting in this Reſpect, and in this Caſe only, with the other qualified Juſtices, 
than to take the Commiſſioners. of the Land Tax, who are equally as unqualified, with re- 
gard to their not having a Dedimus, and are very numerous? Orders of this nature may 
certainly fail from there not being Perſons enough appointed to put them in Execution; but 
they may be executed inaccurately, by too large a Number; and I fuppoſe that the Gentle- 
men in the Commiſſion of the Peace are generally the largeſt Land Owners in their ſeveral 
Counties, and are conſequently more intereſted to ſee that the Orders are properly put in Ex- 
ecution and obeyed, EFF | 55 


No Fee, or any Kind of Reward whatſoever, to be given to any Juſtice or Clerk what- 
ſoever, on the granting of any Paſſport or Paſſports whatſoever. | 


The Orders of Council to be read once in the Churches, and to be left in the Cuſtody of 
on Overleers of every Pariſh, to be ſhewed at any Time to any one who ſhall deſire to real 
them. 


(6) 


I think that Sheep ought to be put into the Orders. It is the Cuſtom in all the Grazing 
Counties, particularly in the Shires, to ſtock their Paſtures with Sheep and Steers: Now 
nothing can carry Infection ſo much as Sheep, and if they are allowed the free Liberty of 
Drift, the Infection may be carried, by their being driven out of any Paſture where there 
are infected Cattle, with more Certainty than it can be by any of the Cow-kind, which are 
not actually fallen ſick of the Diſtemper, or than by Men ; for is not the Wool more ca- 
pable of carry ing Infection than Cloth though ic is made of Wool? 


The Juſtices are to be empowered according to the printed Scheme, to make ſuch further 
Orders from Time to Time, as they ſhall think proper and neceſſary. Beſides ſuch as 
ſhall be neceſſary, for regulating the killing any Cattle as ſoon as ſeized, and for the im- 
mediate Burial of them, many others may be found neceſſary, the Expediency of which 
cannot be thought of nor foreſeen till Circumſtances do exiſt, which may call for them, 
But ſome I will make mention of. For Inſtance, the holding of Fairs in any particular 
County, it would certainly be wrong to have any publick Fairs for Live Cattle heid in any 
particular County where the Diſtemper is ſpread in various Parts of that County, and yet 
it would be improper that theſe Fairs ſhould be put by, by the General Orders of Council; 
becauſe, that if this was done by Order of Council, no one County where the Diſtemper 
has prevailed could open the Freedom of Trade as it grew healthy, which would be a 
Hardſhip to the particular County as well as a Loſs to the Nation ; for in ſuch Caſe, every 
Part mult wait untill the whole Kingdom is cleared before it can enjoy any Freedom of 
Trade. But the General Orders of Council with regard to Paſſports, Sc. ought to ſtand as 
long as any Diſtemper remains in the Kingdom, to preſerve every County from the Di- 
ſtemper which has been infected, as well as to keep thoſe healthy which have always 
been ſo. | 


Another Regulation is neceſſary in my Opinion, which may perhaps ſeem more proper _-* 
to be inſerted in the General Orders of Council than to be left to the Juſtices of the County 
to place among their Provincial Orders, which is what may ſurprize People upon the firſt 
Propoſal ; it regards the Poachers, they go over all Cloſes with their Dogs, without any 
Regard whether there be ſick Cattle in any of them; wherever they know of any Game 
there their Night-walks are. Theſe People muſt certainly convey Infection from one Place 
to another; what I would offer in this Caſe is, whether by a Provincial Order every Pariſh 
in an infected County, might not be obliged to keep a Night- Watch for ſo long Time as 
any particular County ſhould find it neceflary ? | | 


There is one Thing more proper to mention, which is, that though it would be incon- 
venient if the General Orders of Council were ſo drawn, as not to allow any one who hap- 
pens to occupy any one Farm, which lies in two or more contiguous Pariſhes, to remove 
his Live Stock from any one Part of the Farm, to any other Part, yet it may poſſibly happen 
that Caſes may exiſt where it may be proper for the Juſtices by a Provincial Order to reſtrain 
this Liberty, in ſome Reſpects, for a ſhort Space of Time. 


The Juſtices ſhould: have Power to fix a Penalty not exceeding Twenty Shillings for 
every Breach of their Provincial Orders. | 


I think neceſſary to repeat an Obſervation which may be found above, that whatever Re- 
gulations will eaſe the Breeding Counties in Eugland, Scotland, and Wales, of the 
great Quantities of Cattle they have to diſpoſe of and to fell, the ſame muſt neceſſarily 
ſupply the Grazing Counties with the Quantities they ſhall want, and enable them to ſell 
ſuch Stock when it is fat. And it is certainly true, that neither the Farmers of the one nor 
of the other can pay their Rents without this be effected, nor can the Nation otherwiſe be at 
all ſupplied with Meat. 3 | | 
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